oo:u s to mw__ﬂ umwm:ﬁ_:o
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HCP_HM can SS&% recall the
instant she learned of a Family .
Court judgment forcing her six— ¢
year-old ‘daughter, - Mia, K 0
spend equal time with each of
her estranged parents. .

“My . initial thought ™ was,
“They’ll realise (50-50 parenting
orders) are a mistake in about
10 years time — “and that
they've screwed up a gener-
‘ation,” says Kate, whose real
name and that of her datighter
have been .changed 8 protect .
their identity.

“There are cases Snﬂ_.m Mia
has said to me, ‘I live with you
ar I live with Dad, but.f don’t
have a home’ That’s really
saddening. . - <

“Pve seen her’ noEcmHT
nientalising her fife.- - And T-
worry about that ‘Will these
kids have romantic relation- :
ships where they can mmﬁo.

bmamuw are —mmmm_w bound to
-consult ina genuine effort to, .
" reach agreement, Financial and -
“othér: ‘penalties - for non+
- compliance may arise. -
While equa] parental :Em is
1ot automatic, an equal shared
“responsibility order requires the
courtto also “consider” institut-
ing 50-50 tine, or, where that
would not be :Hmmmonmc_w prac-
ﬂBEm_., consider an order of
_ “substantial .and m_ms&ombﬁ
time” for each parent.
. - However, OsmmE_mbn Law
Socisty FE:%. law "chafrman
Julie Harrington says. that eyen
in a typical “subsfantial time
order — where children may
spend five nights every fort-
night with ‘their. father —
seriotis tensions may emerge. _
““T have (such a) client and ,
the EnEHm he draws of how -

down in one 1ife? quite sad vmnmuu Aum. .Ew&, the
“I wonder how they §= ever T &EQ to. gym, mim won't <~

go about mdking relationships .mﬁm&n o mmnr oEﬂ. mmwm mmﬁm &éwnm in 1975: In child 7 ““Hetakes the’ nEE 10§ Emuo

for themselves that are perma- - Against such a backdrop, she - i “Or “Itm won't.

nent” - - is confounded by how a. court,
Em&. spending a weck with with their child’s “best inter- -
-one parent, Mia, now 8, will be -ests” supposedly paramount,
dropped .at school on Friday could impose a co-operative .
morning. When she emerges parenting arrangement. . ¥

- from the grounds in the after- - “It’s impossible (for the:order
noon, the opposing parent will to work),” says Kate, “hecause
be there fo pick her up. And so we don’t have noBEESuou
the weekly cycle tums; holidays  between the two parents. Hwe.m_.
also are split in half is no co-operation.” .: . ~-F= s
“Opposing” is an mﬁ.n charac- The Family Law
terisation. Mia’s mother and (Shared ParentalResp:
father ~— who, live within 30~ Act of 2006 u
minirtes’ drive of each other'in sweeping . inngvation;
southeast Queensland — do not ‘law since the p:

“He says,: 9@1 mﬁ.ﬁ%@
keeps mmem to: E.mmum&. .

_ .nr..:ﬁ inthe best
“interés -of -the nEE. for _”_um
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into- woﬁ moom shared vﬁmﬂ:
ing..o e

H‘,.U%&Emu and the .Family -
Court, offers a Tare sinapshot .

/0

- _couples. ..

. Dr. Mclntosh, - .of

voly g -are happiest. where, parenting™ -

uw bﬁ..

operating with each other. .. -
Yet even when the Taw. oum_..

ates only in spirit, 4 in cases

mediated out of ‘court,. 2gual-
| time, -care*may -be -no.mere,

msnnmmmg,%ow&g&. mQBE.

Ina mmnowm, Eﬁ.mﬂmmaobmg
1 19 high-
conflict families whose parent:-

ing disputey were mediated, 28,

per cent went E.B‘.u:wmﬁbum_,.

shared Care.” .. ,
A year later, Enmm.ﬁ:mnnnm
of - ‘those ", Eﬂmummamuw, had

- collapsed.

Mclntosh mmwm mncmsbu& of
m@:&.mr.&.m& eare -can succeed

Lt

S_;mwm “selfselected”- by | mia- -
“tureschild-focused couples,”

C“But you need two sets. ow

33&_5@ nolommnmdos. geo-
graphic-.. » proximity, , ~family-

i - friendly work -practices and

mination of their nsbmlnsmﬁo%
wreste. - v i

“*The Em.imﬂab -is. Sﬂﬁms

.about parents . who --can -do
ﬁmnn& time _parenting),”-she’

says, “and it'’s applied to u.&.mnm

.s&c can’'t”

0 mmm._n judicidl deter-

people to be financially com-
fortable. On top of that, you.

‘. need_the emotional mﬂEﬁBmE

forit. - .
““When. you mnEm:% Hoow m.n

-~ what it takes to make it work,

it’s vwmuoEmn& ?
~.She -.reserves rma mHmmﬁmmn
concern ».o_. &E&mc EEQ,

numbers om nmﬁ_owamuﬁbw in-
muwnoﬂumﬂm . arrangements -go-
‘ing ahead on the strength of the

legislation,” shé says. or.: .

“T'wo-year-olds -(should not
be " having). shared -overnight
care. at -more than,- say,> one
night a‘'week.

- “At that age, H&mconmg
dependent growth is going on. -
Children can end up without-

the. capacity: to be securely

attached to either parent” -
Mclntosh . -believes - some.
fathers are yndoubtedly pursu-

ing their “right”. to. parity of
{ime upder the new-Jaws, ahead
of their children’s best inferests.

mco mmwm het. nmﬁ E&Bﬂm.w

=.m_.. ,.‘m_..»<..\__o<m‘._w_..o_.. ki

“that is the reality,

. %8@ cars —people do,

nm-.-. T v

children from. boken,

time is not substaniially shared:

“(Such children) are in less .

than, 35-65- arrangements,” she

says. -“They -hive . principal -

place".of residence, predictabil-;

ity, stability, Hongm and_have.’

- the. active support ef a U.&.ouﬂ :
cent .of . shared- -care .. parents -

. —,mco:nn “almost, never’ :co- -

whao Em%nm not :Snm Wi

But Mcntosh -says Ew E.T .
mary carer could just ; as “effec-

tively be a father. .. .
5 “Often it is “mother —

.2 gendered issue There's

+nothing to Tule cut Em,ﬁ_.mm_..mos
“being the father.” :

She'says. ..H.mm .

~Former Ommmu,amun ..mma_.q.

Court judge Tim Carmody, 5C,

-sdys ‘the, obligation to jointly

‘and - co-operatively . parent .is

shared responsibility laws.

-“pre-ordained” under the equal

.“But stop signs don’t m&mﬁ% _

Eéﬁug—wﬁm.iﬁ
good sentiments -don’t wﬂmwm
people do the right thing, - -
:-“The 5 per cent of (litigatinig)

‘couples who end up in a family-

court trial have got personality
problems or they're into.war.
Some dislike each other Imore
than they love thejr kids, . " .
“Fifty-fifty should. be where
you arrive at, not where you
start. It doesn’t Bmwm.muw sensel
tome.” . e
" Carmody . maa “even ~the

‘healthiest . of marriages - are

he says.

rarely underscored by truly

equitable parenting: -

-“One of the pariners is mmm-: ‘

mmaw always mcEm Bonm. ._5

says.

. While her. ex-husband: suc-,
cessfully fonght for 50-50 time,
she had “argued 1o be Mia's

-Kate SE&mﬁmE.nm&w mmu.mmm. ;

primary carer os.bEm.EmEulm. -

fortnight'basis. - = o
“In every mﬁmﬂmémﬁ.&w I

know, there’s usnally m.nmug.

at the wheel,” she says. . 2

“One parent-or the oE...u_..‘

ao@n more than 50 per cent of
the - uﬁgﬁmm. “and,- in -most
cases, it’s the female: That's .Emw
the s_mfﬁm.s.. - .

- S0 .in . 50-50, Emw Te ﬁoﬁ
allowing that tatural system to

-work. .What they're mnEmﬁw

creating is an unreal world.”
, fclintonm®gnp.newsltd.com. m_._
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